
           

 
September 29, 2017 

 

The Honorable Rick Scott 

Governor, State of Florida 

The Capitol 

400 S. Monroe Street  

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 

 

Re: Relief centers for Puerto Rican evacuees due to Hurricane Maria 

 

Dear Governor Scott: 

 

As the world continues to learn more about the devastating impacts of Hurricane Maria on the 

island of Puerto Rico, it is becoming increasingly clear that the initial reports of the destruction 

caused by the storm did not fully demonstrate the gravity of the situation facing our American 

neighbors.  

 

Now more than a week removed from Maria’s landfall, nearly 3.4 million Puerto Ricans remain 

without power, the telecommunications grid for the island is in tatters, citizens are running low 

on cash due to the lack of functioning ATMs necessary to purchase supplies and are faced with 

an inability to process debit transactions, and large areas outside urban centers remain 

inaccessible as roads continue to be blocked by fallen debris or are washed away completely. 

 

With some estimating it could take four to six months for full restoration of power and perhaps 

even longer before the infrastructure necessary for normal daily functions is returned to pre-

storm levels, many Puerto Ricans are making plans to evacuate to the mainland United States, 

either in the interim or permanently. Undoubtedly, many will choose to relocate to Florida. 

 

To prepare for this influx of hundreds of thousands new Floridians, we believe it is vital that the 

state respond proactively to ease their transition and reduce the mental and financial strain this 

process is sure to inflict on many families.  

 

For that reason, we respectfully ask that in your capacity as Governor you authorize and begin 

the process of a coordinated effort between local governments, relief organizations, state 

agencies, and the federal government on the opening of relief centers for those Puerto Ricans 

migrating to Florida. The relief centers would provide migrating Puerto Ricans with one-stop 

access to local, state, and federal officials who could offer guidance on housing aid and 

availability, job training and placement programs, accessing state programs such as Medicaid, 

SNAP, and unemployment benefits, public school enrollment for minor children, local non-profit 

organizations able to provide aid to incoming families, and officials from FEMA to help with 

disaster relief applications. 



           

 

It is our belief that these relief centers could be housed on existing state properties, such as 

Florida National Guard armories or on state fairgrounds, in at least four counties where the 

greatest influx of citizens are expected to occur. Initially, the relief center counties would be 

designated in Broward, Orange, Osceola, and Miami-Dade, with more centers opened as data on 

relocation patterns becomes available. 

 

With the arrival of a cruise ship to San Juan yesterday to pick up evacuees, the arrival of 

thousands of Puerto Ricans to Florida is imminent. We look forward to your prompt response to 

our request and to working with your office on the facilitation of relief efforts for our fellow 

Americans as they seek refuge in the great the state of Florida. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

                       
 
Jeff Clemens       Randolph Bracy 

 

State Senator, District 31     State Senator, District 11 

 

 

              
 

Jose Javier Rodriguez       Linda Stewart 

 

State Senator, District 37      State Senator, District 13 

 

 

 
 

Victor M. Torres, Jr. 

 

State Senator, District 15 

 

 



           

        
 

Janet Cruz          Robert Asencio 

 

House of Representatives, District 62       House of Representatives, District 118 

 
 

         
 
Daisy Baez          John Cortes 

 

House of Representatives, District 114      House of Representatives, District 43 

 

 

        
 

Nicholas X. Duran        Amy Mercado 

 

House of Representatives, District 112     House of Representatives, District 48 

 

 

 
 

Carlos Guillermo Smith 

 

House of Representatives, District 49 


